Screening for hearing loss in an at-risk neonatal population using evoked otoacoustic emissions.
The present study examines the performance of a transient evoked otoacoustic emissions hearing screening programme for neonates with risk factors for hearing loss. The programme has run for 5 years, and 772 babies with various risk factors have been screened using the Programmable Otoacoustic Emissions Measurement System (POEMS) designed by the Medical Research Council Institute of Hearing Research. Fourteen cases of significant hearing loss have been detected, with no false negative results. However, a very high false positive rate is reported, especially in babies with a birthweight of less than 1500 g.